
Day 1:  Animal Farm Notes



Allegorical Novella

Allegory:  A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to 
reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one.

Novella:  A short novel or long short story.



Animal Farm

It was first published in England on August 17th, 1945. 
According to Orwell, the book reflects events leading up to 
the Russian Revolution of 1917 and then on into the Stalinist 
era of the Soviet Union. 



A little history
Russian Revolution:  In 1917, two revolutions swept through Russia, ending 
centuries of imperial rule and setting in motion political and social changes that 
would lead to the formation of the Soviet Union. In March, growing civil unrest, 
coupled with chronic food shortages, erupted into open revolt, forcing the 
abdication of Nicholas II (1868-1918), the last Russian czar. Just months later, the 
newly installed provisional government was itself overthrown by the more radical 
Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924). - History.com



Vladimir  
Lenin



Vladimir Ilich Lenin (1870 - 1924) - “Old Major”

He, like his brothers and sisters, found himself attracted to the revolutionary 
movement. Expelled from the university for participating in a Student 
demonstration, he developed an abiding hatred for the tsarist regime (refers to a 
form of autocracy --later absolute monarchy) and the "bourgeoisie".  He became a 
Marxist, convinced that the revolution would come to Russia as a result of 
capitalist development that would impoverish and thus radicalize the industrial 
working class.

In 1903, he formed a Bolshevik faction based on strict discipline and prepared to 
take power so as to carry out a revolution "from above." The opportunity presented 
itself in the fall of 1917 when, following the abdication of tsar Nicholas II, Russia 
became mired in anarchy. In November of that year his followers seized power 
and established a Communist State.



This state, of which Lenin was the unquestioned dictator, nationalized most 
industries, eliminated rival parties and established a regime subsequently labeled 
"totalitarian." It repelled all attempts, both domestic and foreign, to topple it. 
Nevertheless Lenin died in 1924 a deeply disappointed man, frustrated by his 
inability to make Russia truly socialist and to export the revolution abroad.

-  Communist Museum



 Lenin=



Josif 
Stalin



Josif Vissarionovich Stalin (1878 - 1953) - Napoleon
Stalin was Lenin's successor as undisputed leader of the Soviet Union.  He played 
a minor role in the November 1917 Bolshevik seizure of power but subsequently 
rose in influence and power by virtue of his administrative talents and 
unquestioned obedience to Lenin. In 1922 Lenin recommended him to the post of 
the party's General Secretary. This placed Stalin in a position to rally around 
himself loyal cadres with the help of which he defeated his much abier and better 
known rival, Leon Trotsky.

By the end of the 1920's Stalin was in complete command of the Soviet party and 
State apparatus which enabled him to carry out an ambitious and very costly 
program of "collectivization" of agriculture and industrialization. He surrounded 
himself with toadies and demanded something in the nature of personal 
deification. 



Progressively paranoid, in 1937-38 he carried out massive "purges" in which 
perished through executions or confinement to concentrations camps millions of 
people.

Convinced that Communism could spread globally only as the result of another 
World War, in August 1939 Stalin signed a so-called "non-aggression" pact with 
Hitler which enabled Germany to attack Poland and then conquer most of 
Continental Europe. To his shock, Hitler repaid him the favor two years later by 
attacking the USSR. After immense human losses, the Red Army ultimately broke 
the back of the German army, enabling Stalin to occupy most of Eastern Europe. 
He died in 1953 and is today highly regarded by the Russian population as 
someone who had made Russia a world power.

-  Museum of Communism



Stalin=



Leon Trotsky



Leon Trotsky (1879 - 1940) - “Snowball”

Born Lev Davidovich Bronshtein on November 7, 1879, Leon Trotsky's 
revolutionary activity as a young man spurred his first of several ordered exiles to 
Siberia. He waged Russia's 1917 revolution alongside Vladimir Lenin. As 
commissar of war in the new Soviet government, he helped defeat forces opposed 
to Bolshevik control. As the Soviet government developed, he engaged in a power 
struggle against Joseph Stalin, which he lost, leading to his exile again and, 
eventually, his murder.

-  Biography.com



Trotsky
=



1. What is an allegory?

A: A damaging immune response by the body to a substance, 
especially pollen, fur, a particular food, or dust, to which it has 
become hypersensitive.

B: A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal 
a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one.

C: Of or concerning history; concerning past events.



1. What is an allegory?

A: Allegery- A damaging immune response by the body to a 
substance, especially pollen, fur, a particular food, or dust, to 
which it has become hypersensitive.

B: Allegory- A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted 
to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one.

C: Historical- Of or concerning history; concerning past 
events.



2. What is a novella?

A: A short novel or long short story.

B:The quality of being new, original, or unusual.

C: A fictitious prose narrative of book length, typically 
representing character and action with some degree of 
realism.



2. What is a novella?

A: Novella-A short novel or long short story.

B: Novelty-The quality of being new, original, or unusual.

C: Novel- A fictitious prose narrative of book length, typically 
representing character and action with some degree of 
realism.



3. What year was the Russian Revolution?

A: 1945

B: 1924

C: 1917



3. What year was the Russian Revolution?

A: 1945-End of WWII

B: 1924-Death of Lenin

C: 1917-Start of the Russian Revolution



4. Who was Vladimir Lenin?

A: An English singer, songwriter, and peace activist who 
co-founded the Beatles.

B:Russian statesman chosen as president of the Russian 
Federation in 2000; formerly director of the Federal Security 
Bureau

C:The architect of Russia's 1917 Bolshevik revolution and the 
first leader of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.



4. Who was Vladimir Lenin?

A: John Lenin- An English singer, songwriter, and peace 
activist who co-founded the Beatles.

B: Vladimir Putin-Russian statesman chosen as president of 
the Russian Federation in 2000; formerly director of the 
Federal Security Bureau

C: Vladimir Lenin-The architect of Russia's 1917 Bolshevik 
revolution and the first leader of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics.



5. Who was Josef Stalin?

A: Russian leader who succeeded Lenin as head of the 
Communist Party and created a totalitarian state by purging 
all opposition.

B: Russian revolutionary and Communist theorist who helped 
Lenin and built up the army; he was ousted from the 
Communist Party and eventually assassinated in Mexico.

C: United States politician who unscrupulously accused many 
citizens of being Communists.



5. Who was Josef Stalin?
A: Josef Stalin- Russian leader who succeeded Lenin as 
head of the Communist Party and created a totalitarian state 
by purging all opposition.

B: Leon Trotsky- Russian revolutionary and Communist 
theorist who helped Lenin and built up the army; he was 
ousted from the Communist Party and eventually 
assassinated in Mexico.

C: Joseph McCarthy- United States politician who 
unscrupulously accused many citizens of being Communists.



6. What character in Animal Farm represents Stalin?

A:                  Old Major

B:  Napoleon

 

C:                   Snowball



6. What character in Animal Farm represents Stalin?

A:                  Old Major - Lenin

B:  Napoleon                 - Stalin

 

C:                   Snowball-Trotsky



https://www.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/p/game-over-tha
nks-for-playing/



The Red Army
After the October Revolution, there was a lot of disgruntled Russians.  In response 
to the public’s dissent, the leaders formed the Red Army, led by Trotsky. 

The Red Army launched an internal campaign of terror called the Red Terror, in 
which it intended to root out and kill the “internal enemy” of anti-Communism. 

Thousands of people, many of whom were only suspected of being 
anti-Communist, were slaughtered in unthinkably cruel ways. That conflict turned 
into the Russian Civil War, which lasted until 1921 and terrorized Russia’s 
citizenry.  In 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics





Read Animal Farm 



Day 2:  Animal Farm Notes



Table Review
Review with your table the notes you took yesterday.  
Please note any questions that may have come up in 

your discussion and bring them to the class 
discussion.  



Class Review of Notes
1.  Are there any questions about what we went over 

yesterday?

2. Are there any additional thoughts that anyone 
may want to add about what we went over 

yesterday?  



Propaganda 

Information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used 
to promote or publicize a particular political cause or point of 
view; the dissemination of propaganda as a political strategy.



Russian Revolution Propaganda



World War II Propaganda



World War II Propaganda



McCarthyism Propaganda



Types of Propaganda

● Transfer
● Testimonial
● Glittering Generalities
● Plain Folks
● Bandwagon
● Name Calling
● Card Stacking



Transfer- The act of relating something or someone we like 
or respect with a product. 



Testimonial: An important person or famous 
endorsement.    



Glittering Generalities
Is an emotionally appealing phrase so closely associated with highly valued 
concepts and beliefs that it carries conviction without supporting information or 
reason. Such highly valued concepts attract general approval and acclaim.



Plain Folks

A plain folks argument is one in which the speaker presents 
him or herself as an average Joe — a common person who 
can understand and empathize with a listener's concerns.



Bandwagon - This technique involves encouraging 
people to think or act in some way simply because 
other people are doing so.



Name Calling - links a person, or idea, to a negative 
symbol. 



Card Stacking:  card stacking propaganda is a way to manipulate 
information so that one product looks better than another. 



Read Animal Farm 



Day 3:  Animal Farm Notes



Table Review
Review with your table the notes you took yesterday.  
Please note any questions that may have come up in 

your discussion and bring them to the class 
discussion.  



Class Review of Notes
1.  Are there any questions about what we went over 

yesterday?

2. Are there any additional thoughts that anyone 
may want to add about what we went over 

yesterday?  



Animal Farm Themes

● Absolute power corrupts absolutely
● Knowledge equals power
● Community before individual  



Animal Farm Motifs

- Propaganda Songs:  “Beasts of England.”
- Rules (The Seven Commandments)
- The Windmill
- The Barn



Need to Know 
Vocabulary Activity
(2 words per table)

Communism Revolution Propaganda

Collectivism Bolshevik Dictatorship

Marxism U.S.S.R. Capitalism

Propaganda Allegory Exile

Bourgeois



Read Animal Farm 



Day Four & Beyond:  Animal Farm Notes



Table Review
Review with your table the notes you took yesterday.  
Please note any questions that may have come up in 

your discussion and bring them to the class 
discussion.  



Class Review of Notes
1.  Are there any questions about what we went over 

yesterday?

2. Are there any additional thoughts that anyone 
may want to add about what we went over 

yesterday?  



Examples:  Absolute power corrupts absolutely



Examples:  Knowledge equals power 



Examples:  Community before individual   





Snowball -  Leon Trotsky

Mr. Jones -  Czar Nicholas II

Napoleon -  Joseph Stalin

Animalism -  Communism

Mr. Frederick -  Adolph Hitler (Tough & Shrewd)

The Dogs -  Military/Secret Police



Moses the Raven Religion

Mollie Selfish, Vain People

Benjamin Skeptics

Squealer Propaganda Dept. 

Mr. Pilkington England U.S. (Easy Going -

 Capitalist)


